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Abstract       Caraş Severin Forestry Department, through its 17 subordinate 
forest districts, currently manages an area of 325,956 ha forest public 
property, of which forests occupy 97.9% or 319,242 hectares, situated in the 
south-western Romania in the south of the historical province of Banat, in 
Caraş Severin also called Banat. In this region have developed since the 
eighteenth century remarkable forest structure related to management of 
large frontier forests and some forests for mining and metallurgical plants and 
Domains belonging to the Reşiţa, who made the first forest management 
plans in the country.   
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Forests classified in Group I function, 

primarily as a protection, occupies 212,516 hectares, 

respectively 66.6% and are intended mainly for 

conservation of forest ecosystems (their surface are 

formed three national parks and natural one, as well as 

20 nature reserves ), protection of lakes, the resorts and 

other existing facilities of national interest in the 

county. 

 Geographical and socio-economic conditions 

of the county, especially their development over time, 

cause a certain type of activity forestry directorate. 

 Caraş Severin was one of the most 

industrialized counties in the following sectors: 

mining, metallurgy, machine building, wood 

processing and agriculture. After 1990 these activities 

have suffered greatly, reducing in some cases up to 

liquidation. 

  

Material and Methods  
 

Regarding relief Caraş Severin, it is 

characterized by great diversity: 65.4% of the surface 

is the terrain mountainous terrain depression 16.5% 

10.8% 7.3% hills and plains. The existence of a 

predominantly mountainous terrain led to a wealth of 

rivers totalling 1302 km and 245 ha of alpine lakes and 

waterways. 

 Climatic conditions in this part of the country 

have allowed the presence of all forest species known 

in the country, associated in all forest formations, while 

determining the complexity of interventions in the 

forest, for judicious management of the national 

wealth. 

 Key indicators of forest: 

 Aforest area- 

 The total area of  state owned forests 

managed by Forestry Department Caraş - Severin is 

325,956 ha, of which 319,242 ha are forests: 212,516 

ha of these (66.6%) are group I functional and 106,088 

ha (33.4%) are the second functional group. 

 Distribution of other forest land is as follows: 

- And for forest culture: 

- Nurseries - 42 ha; 

- Orchards - 19 ha; 

- Land for forest production: 

- Land for hunting food - 972 ha; 

- rivers - 25 ha; 

- trout - 13 ha; 

- Peasantry - 9 ha; 

- Land that serve the forest management; 

 - forest roads - 1124 ha; 

- Accommodation - 71 ha; 

- Forestations affected land - 184 hectares. 

 Other land (unproductive occupations and 

litigations, etc.)  occupies 4198 ha. 

 

Results 

 
The structure of forest species - Proportion of 

species groups are presented in the following table:
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Table 1 

Proportion of species groups 

No. Species Percentage of age participation (%) 

1 Softwood 11,2 

2 Beech 57,2 

3 Oak 12,0 

4 Various hardwood 14,0 

5 Various species soft 5.6 

 

The beech forest is species composition and 

occupies the majority - 57.2% of the surface species 

followed by different countries - 14.0%, oak - 12.0%, 

resinous - 11.2% and various soft species - 5.6% . 

 Structure of forest age class - As shown in 

Table 2, forests included in classes I - IV are the 

relative proportion of age, being lower grade (10%), 

recorded a surplus of exploitable trees, aged over 100 

years, covering 25% of the area, consisting mostly of 

secular beech, the county is concentrated most beech 

wood resource in the country. 

The beech forest is species composition and 

occupies the majority - 57.2% of the surface species 

followed by different countries - 14.0%, oak - 12.0%, 

resinous - 11.2% and various soft species - 5.6% .

 

 Table 2 

Percentage of age participation 

No. Age Percentage of participation (%) 

1 Class I 15 

2 Class II 15 

3 Class III 18 

4 Class IV 17 

5 Class V 10 

6             Class VI 25 

 

The class structure of production forests - The 

largest areas of forest productivity is higher and middle 

classes comprise 1-3 (76%), and forests of classes IV 

and V 24% lower productivity, as can be seen from the 

table.

Table 3 

. 

The class structure of production forests 

No. Production class Percentage of participation (%) 

1 Class I 4 

2 Class II 31 

3 Class III 41 

4 Class IV 16 

5 Class V 8 

 

   

Other indicators of forest: 

 - Total wood fund - 78,161,000 cubic meters; 

- Average volume of wood per hectare - 245 m; 

- Average annual growth - 4.7 cm / year / ha; 

- Average consistency - 0.85; 

- Culture system - forest - coppice 99.4% and - 0.6%; 

- Treatment of: - 14.2% successive cuts: 

- Progressive cuts - 45.2%; 

- Cutting garden - 34.8%; 

- Cuts recovery - replacement - 3.7%; 

- Cutting of branches - 2.1%. 

- Annual opportunity for the wood harvesting: 

- Total - 882 200 cubic meters, of which 

- Main products - 603 800 cubic meters; 

- Products - 133 300 cubic meters; 

- Hygiene products - 145 100 cubic meters. 
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- Annual opportunity to care cuts in young stands: 

- Total - 6743 ha, of which - releases - 696 ha, clearing 

- 1492 ha, thinning works- 4555 ha. 

 

Conclusions 
 

Timber harvest and the annual possibility of 

regeneration works established by forest planning is 

one of the main measures of conservation and 

sustainable management of forests, wood is the main 

source of income in the structure of forest production. 

Forestry Department has encountered great 

difficulties on harvesting timber full of possibility set 

by forest planning because businesses were not 

operating capacity to foot timber, offered at auction, 

and inaccessibility to 20% of exploitable trees (secular 

beech) forest districts located within range Mehadia 

Herculane, Berzasca and Nera, such that during 1990 - 

2008, to operate only 60% of the volume set to harvest. 

This caused the forest to take, since 1992, a 

strategy to promote and exploit for its own equipment 

with forestry districts required, resulting in annual 

operating such a volume of about 160-220 thousand 

cubic meters, which to capitalize on the types of wood 

carving auction, thereby contributing to higher 

revenues, required normal activity. 

Currently most forestry machinery and 

transport equipment operating forest districts are 

obsolete (some beyond duration of disposal), which 

generates high operating costs, the consumption of fuel 

and spare parts, therefore, the period following the 

forest promote wood exploitation by service in terms of 

economic efficiency (lower costs and higher profit). 

Note that the entry into force of forest 

management by 31.12.2008, the total direction, Record 

an accumulation of wood not harvested, in the 

possibility of forest in total volume of 2,104,900 cubic 

meters, of which main products - 916 , 3000 m, by-

products - 396 800 cubic meters and hygiene products - 

791 800 cubic meters, representing 2.38 annual 

opportunities. 

Rate cut approved 2009este year of 735 000 

cubic meters and is 83.3% of possible annual forest and 

34.9% respectively of the total possible collected, 

according to forest management. 

In 2008, it was collected a total of 632,700 

cubic meters, respectively 84.4% share of the approved 

cutting (750,000 m) and 71.7% of possible annual 

forest (882,200 cubic meters). 

NFA Management - ROMSILVA and forestry 

directorate have proposed short-term development 

strategy and superior full exploitation of timber 

resources, in terms of economic efficiency, since 

achieving this objective would involve obtaining 

considerably higher incomes, which may invest in 

sustainable forest management (forest accessibility by 

building new forest roads and the upgrading of 

production, maintenance of forest roads, the 

headquarters of districts, counties and cantons forest, 

supplying vehicles and construction equipment forestry 

, etc..). 

Management and care of young trees, in 

accordance with the cutting of forest management and 

improved quality of care is also a priority for foresters 

of Caraş - Severin, regardless of ownership of the 

forest. 

The cuts will follow promoting care specimens 

of valuable species, increased growth trees that 

produce valuable wood quality and stands obtaining 

environmentally stable. 

In perspective, the investment promotion and 

the pellet plant, wood chopped from and cleansing, for 

which there is low demand on timber market, will be 

able to realize fully. 

Preservation and enhancement of forest 

biodiversity is the primary component of sustainable 

forest management, the more important as county 

forests have a high biodiversity, the natural heritage 

optimal. 

Natural elements and assemblies of national 

landscape with biological diversity in the south-west of 

the country have led to the regime of protected areas 

for four national parks: Domogled - Cerna Valley - 

61,211 ha (23,185 ha in Caraş Severin and difference 

the counties of Mehedinţi and Florida), Nera Beuşniţa - 

36,758 ha, Semenic - Caraş Gorge - 36,214 ha and 

38,138 ha Retezat (4069 ha in Caraş Severin and 

Hunedoara County rest) and the establishment of the 

Iron Gates Natural Park - 128,227 hectares ( 74,774 ha 

in Caraş Severin and the rest of the County). 

The total area of these parks up the Caraş 

Severin County of 175,000 ha, representing 20.3% of 

the county. Establishment of protected areas in our 

county has been possible largely because of the relief, 

the land and assemblies landscape geomorphology and 

climate conditions and soil with Mediterranean 

influences that have led to, maintain and develop a rich 

and diverse biodiversity, currently consists of over 

5300 taxes of 4000taxoni plant and wildlife. 

In these parks, to protect habitats and species of 

flora and fauna were established 20 nature reserves, an 

area of 25,874.5 hectares, the best known and 

frequented by Romanian and foreign tourists are: 

Sources Nera (beech secular), Domogled - Cerna 

Valley (black pine of Banat), Nera - Beusnita, Caraş 

Gorge. 

Note that the forests in buffer zones, established 

in these parks, apply special conservation works on an 

area of 20,817 hectares for the protection and nature 

conservation and biological diversity. 

Ahead with sylvoturismul infrastructure will 

become an important source of revenue by collecting 

fees for visiting the parks and protected areas 

established in the forestry and tourist accommodation 

in 16 cabins available to the forest, which provides 160 

beds, properly equipped. 

Of course it takes into account the best use of 

non-wood forest resources (berries, mushrooms, 
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medicinal plants, game, fish, etc.), which currently are 

valued at the existing potential. 
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